
C r r v  o F  R r c n M o N D

P n n r s ,  R e c R E A T T o N  A N D

C o u p t u N r T Y  F n c r l r T r E s

Jnues Rrven Pnnr Svsrru

The Community of Richmond was founded by Wil l iam Byrd l l  in L737 and was named Richmond
due to the remarkable resemblance of the view of the James River from Libby Hi l l  to the view from
Richmond Hi l l  of  the River Thames in England. This bond has cont inued through the centur ies to
modern t imes as both Richmond upon Thames and Richmond, Virginia have sought to not only protect
its riverine environs but, also to develop a cohesive community driven vision for how it is to be
developed in the future. The Thames Landscape Strategy lead by Jason Dabney offers the City Of
Richmond unique perspectives as we continue to push forward with local and Regional efforts to protect
our most important resource the James River.  Jason's long term relat ionship with the City Of Richmond
and in particular, the James River Park System has proven to be an invaluable asset as both sides
cont inue to exchange ideas on success and fai lures of developing and managing our dynamic
Riverfronts.

This cul tural  exchange cont inues today as a delegat ion of James River Park System Management
staff, students from Richmond Public Schools' Franklin Military Academy and Virginia Native American
Tribes have been invited to take part in the commemoration of the 400th anniversary of the death of
Pocahontas in Gravesend, England. The event and surrounding opportunit ies offer Frankl in Mi l i tary

Academy students and teachers a chance to interact with students and faculty at Grey Court School, one

of the oldest schools in Richmond upon Thames. lt also offers James River Park System staff unique

insight to River management,  planning and design. Final ly i t  of fers Virginia tr ibes the chance to tel l  and

make whole our col lect ive history. As a result  of  the exchange The James River Park System and

Richmond Publ ic Schools are exci ted to br ing lessons learned back to RVA and begin ini t iat ing service

learning projects along our Riverfront to encourage and engage our urban youth in conservations efforts

throughout our Region.

None of this can happen without your help! We ask for your f inancial ,  intel lectual,  and t ime

support of this delegation and the legacy projects that will result from this experience. lf you have

questions or specific interest in this effort please contact us at the James River Park System at

Nathan. Burrel l@ Richmondsov.com .
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Sincerely,
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